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Police: Officer under review after 
punching incident caught on camera 
By Gabriel Falcon, CNN 
June 16, 2010 2:52 p.m. EDT 

 (CNN) -- A Seattle, Washington, police officer who was 

caught on video punching an alleged jaywalker did nothing 

wrong, the Seattle Police Officers Guild said.  

 
Three of four teenagers stopped for jaywalking. Officer Ian 
Walsh struggling with 19 year-old 

Seattle police are reviewing the incident, which was caught 

on a witness's cell phone camera, a department spokesman 

said.  

Police officials originally said that Officer Ian Walsh had 

been sent to a training unit to review police tactics, but later 

said that the officer was not reassigned, Detective Mark 

Jamieson told CNN. 

Walsh, who joined the force in November 2007, has not 

been disciplined in the Monday incident, which remains 

under investigation, Jamieson said. The event has been 

referred to the department's Office of Professional 

Accountability for review, he said. 

"The officer did nothing wrong. We always will review 

incidents like this, that's how police officers learn," Sgt. 

Rich O'Neill, president of the Seattle Police Officer's Guild, 

told CNN. "I am confident that the review will show that 

the officer was totally justified. He was defending himself." 

How often have we heard the police 
proclaim they have “did nothing wrong” 

after investigating themselves?  It’s similar 
to the Israelis investigating themselves 

after killing at least 10 foreign Freedom 
Flotilla protestors in international waters a 

few weeks ago.   

 
There were lots of witnesses present as a 

white police officer roughed up two 
teenage black girls, ages 17 and 19 in 

south Seattle.  In the age of cameras and 
video cameras, not much escaped the eyes 

of the public, as this police escalated a 
situation to a level it should have never 

achieved.   
 

It is very clear that this particular Seattle 
police officer either lacked training and/or 

was looking to accost someone Black.  
Internally, the city has a Race and Social 

Justice program for all departments.  

However, the Police Department has been 
most resistant to this program which is 

sanctioned by the previous Mayor and the 
new Mayor and recently, by the City 

Council and Law Department.  You see the 
words “Social Justice” in this program; 

words that Glenn Beck associates in a 
negative way with Obama and most things 

that are not a part of the system of white 
privilege and bigotry against Blacks and 

other non-whites.   
 

Having become a Seattle police officer in 
November, 2007, Officer Ian Walsh is 

relatively new to the city’s police force and 

his immature handling of the situation 
appears to reflect this.  Ian should not be 

on duty in an area that has the most 
diverse ethnic and language groups in the 

US.  However, if he is bent on targeting 
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According to a police statement, Walsh was on patrol and 

in uniform Monday afternoon when he stopped a young 

man for jaywalking. 

While interacting with the man, Walsh observed four 

women jaywalking at the same location and ordered them 

to step over to his cruiser, police said. The department 

described the women as being "verbally antagonistic 

toward the officer." 

One of the women began to walk away and appeared to 

raise her hand in a dismissive gesture after being ordered to 

step over to the car, police said. 

Walsh escorted the woman back to the cruiser, but she then 

started to yell at him and pull away, "breaking free of the 

officer's grip several times," police said. 

When the officer tried to handcuff the woman, another 

woman placed her hands on the officer's arm, police said. 

"The officer pushed the second subject back, but she again 

came at the officer, at which time he punched her," police 

said. 

O'Neill forcefully defended Walsh's actions.  

"The focus needs to be on the two individuals," O'Neill 

said. "If you watch the entire video, he is trying to de-

escalate the situation, first by voice commands, then by 

taking her by the wrists, and then she reacts by pulling 

away and swinging. 

"My critique is that he could have used more force and 

taken the girl to the ground," O'Neill said. "He could have 

grabbed her, it's called a leg sweep, handcuffed her and it 

would have been over a lot faster, but when you take 

someone to the ground you risk more injury." 

The 19-year-old woman who allegedly grabbed Walsh's 

arm was booked for investigation of assault on an officer, 

police said. The other woman, who police said was 17, was 

booked for obstructing an officer. Both suspects were also 

cited for jaywalking. 

Blacks and other non-whites, no matter 
where he is, he will find such a target 

venturing into lily white neighborhoods.   
 

Ian had initially stopped a young black 
man for jaywalking and while talking with 

the man, he signaled four young women to 

come over to his vehicle.  The police 
indicated that one of the women was 

“verbally antagonistic”, as she waved him 
off.  In the video, you see the 19 year-old 

female struggle with the police.  
Something that should have never 

happened. 
 

True to form, the 
police department 

desires to put the 
blame solely on 

the young women, 
and ignore the bad 

judgment of the 

police who caused 
the escalation.  

Nearly all would 
agree that the 

girls should not have been mouthing off. 
However, it isn’t as simple as that.  The 

police spokesman, Sgt. Rich O'Neill, claims 
that Ian was trying to “de-escalate the 

situation”.  There would be no need for 
de-escalating the situation if Officer 

Ian Walsh had not escalated it in the 
first place.   

 
Why did Ian leave the man he was either 

talking to about the jaywalking and/or 

writing a citation to?  Maybe the man told 
him that he was stopping him while letting 

the four females (they are not together) 
jaywalk.  Perhaps it is then that Ian 

decides to prove he’s being fair by 
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http://www.cnn.com/2010/CRIME/06/16/police.jaywalker/index.html  demanding that the four young women 

step over to his squad car.  This would 

have been bad judgment on his part and 
would have placed him in a, potentially, 

unmanageable situation.  This particular 
crossing is where high school students 

from Franklin High School cross every day.  

Most of them traverse over the overpass.  
Next to the Philly cheesesteak restaurant is 

a sign that indicates the crosswalks should 
be used when crossing the street.  

Because traffic could be coming from at 
least six different directions, extreme 

caution is required in this area. 
 

Among the four females, who are 
demanded to step over to the police squad 

car, is a white female.  She’s the blond girl 
in the video.  Good judgment might have 

been to cite her first, making it clear that 
the officer was not racially biased which 

happens very often in law enforcement, 

reflected in the exceedingly much higher 
incarceration level of Blacks.   

 
Sgt. Rich O'Neill, president of the Seattle 

Police Officer's Guild, indicated he would 
have recommended more force by taking 

the 17 year-old girl to the ground.  Taking 
the girl to the ground would have put Ian 

at risk of being beaten and his gun being 
taken by those standing around.  Why?  

Slamming a 17 year-old Black girl to the 
ground would have been perceived as very 

violent, as was his punch to the face of the 
19 year-old female which generated more 

uproar among those standing around.  The 

police would have been less mobile while 
on the ground and more easily 

immobilized, should any on the scene have 
decided to do so.  O’Neill, instead attempts 

to spin his statement to make it appear his 
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fellow officer was more interested in 
limiting injury by avoiding a takedown of 

the 17 year-old girl.  In his statement to 
CNN, he never entertained the thought 

that Ian, through bad judgment, had 
caused a situation that he could not 

control.  What if he had let the four women 

jaywalking continue on their way or 
radioed to others to stop them?  He knew 

that other officers might not have treated 
the jaywalking as a high priority.  What if 

he had stopped me for speeding, going 50 
miles per hour when I should have been 

going 30?  While asking me for my driver’s 
license, another car sped by him going 70 

miles per hour in a 30 miles per hour zone.  
Would he have stopped what he was doing 

and pursued the other driver? 
 

Both women were cited for jaywalking yet 
there were five persons who purportedly 

were stopped for jaywalking.  Were any of 

the others cited and when were they cited?   
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